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O n  S e p t e m b e r  3 ,  1 7 8 3 

the American colonies and Great 

Britain signed the treaty ending 

the Amer ican Revolu t ion and 

formally recognizing the United 

States as an independent nation. 

[  s e e  p a g e  f i v e  ] 
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It is the mission of the Foundation for the National 
Archives to create public awareness of the importance 
of the National Archives as a cultural resource in the 
American democracy – a place where historians, seekers 
of justice, and private citizens can find evidence on 
which truth is based.

The Foundation was created to support the Archivist of 
the United States in developing programs, technology, 
projects, and materials that will introduce and interpret 
the Archives’ holdings to the American people and to 
people around the world. The purpose of the Foundation 
is to educate, enrich, and inspire a deeper appreciation 
of our country’s heritage through the collected evidence 
of its history.

Within the National Archives Building in Washington, 
DC, as well as its many regional archives, records 
centers, and Presidential libraries and museums, and 
in outreach to the American public through traveling 
exhibitions and national media, the Foundation’s goal is 
to assist in presenting the historical records that:

1. Reveal the ideals and values of the nation’s Founders,

2. �Point to the meaning of the records and 
accomplishments of previous generations, and

3. �Establish the significance of these records as proof 
that individual citizenship not only matters, but is 
vital to our lives.

It is the vision of the Foundation for the National 
Archives that this creative effort, enhanced with 21st 
Century methods, will produce a greater understanding 
of the American journey – where our nation has been 
and how it can be best guided in the future. In this 
public/private partnership, the role of the Foundation 
is to generate financial and creative support from 
individuals and corporations to provide this extensive 
outreach, which has not been mandated by Congress.

The Foundation for the National Archives, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, is directed by men and women from the 
private sector who are dedicated to the institution that 
holds and preserves the records of the United States 
of America. The National Archives is guardian of the 
nation’s most important and treasured documents. At 
the heart of its holdings are the Charters of Freedom: the 
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights. These documents exist as the cornerstone 
of our society.
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During my six-year tenure as 

President of the Foundation, 

my fellow Board members and I 

have been honored to celebrate 

with the National Archives the 

openings of the William G. 

McGowan Theater, the Public 

Vaults exhibition, the Lawrence 

F. O’Brien Gallery, and the Boe-

ing Learning Center. We were thrilled when the Founda-

tion surpassed its initial $22.5 million fundraising goal to 

complete the National Archives Experience.

But I was most gratified in 2008 when my ongoing passion 

to extend the National Archives Experience “beyond the 

granite” was finally realized with the launch of the not 

only successful, but award-winning, Digital Vaults  

website. This interactive on-line exhibit, accessed at  

www.digitalvaults.org, allows visitors from around the  

nation and around the globe to create their own collec-

tions, games, posters, and movies based on the primary 

documents housed in the National Archives.

We owe ongoing thanks to many private donors like you. 

Your support allows us to bring new speakers and audiences 

to the National Archives Building for quality programs, and 

those programs now reach a much larger audience on line.

The Foundation continues to support exhibitions in the 

O’Brien Gallery and at venues around the country. But 

now these exhibitions also have a home on-line.

As I retire as President of the Foundation, I thank you for 

a wonderful and productive six years and congratulate you 

on the accomplishments of 2008.

I know that under incoming President Ken Lore’s leader-

ship, we will continue in 2009 to tell the story of America 

through the important documents found in the National 

Archives, with innovative and interactive educational and 

on-line initiatives. I hope all of you will continue to sup-

port us on this journey.

As the National Archives 

prepares to celebrate its 75th 

anniversary in 2009, we 

are proud to continue our 

partnership with the Foundation 

for the National Archives.

Since 2003, the result of this 

partnership—the National 

Archives Experience—has 

drawn millions of researchers, families, and tourists who 

have peered into the stacks of the Archives, studied its 

treasured documents, and discovered the story of America.

As the nation’s record keeper, the National Archives preserves 

and provides access to the records of our Government—from 

the Declaration of Independence, to census records, to the 

service records of the men and women in our military. 

In 2008, our work included launching the initial operating 

capability of the Electronic Records Archives, a system 

designed to preserve and provide long-term access to 

electronic government records. We decreased the backlog 

of records awaiting processing. We added the much-praised 

Digital Vaults website to our education outreach programs, 

and we digitized and placed on line millions of records. 

As we continue our work, we appreciate the vital support 

that the Foundation and private donors like you bring to 

the National Archives. This support is key to increasing 

awareness of the role the Archives plays in our democracy.

We especially thank Tom Wheeler, the Foundation’s President 

of the Board for the past six years. His leadership set a high 

standard of quality for our new public spaces, which teach our 

visitors about the depth and diversity of our vast collection of 

extraordinary records—a collection that Tom often refers to 

as “the spirit of America.” We are grateful for Tom’s years of 

leadership, and his many invaluable contributions.

Next year, the Archives will welcome a new Archivist of the 

United States and the Foundation will welcome a new Board 

President. We look forward to continuing our important 

work together in 2009, and appreciate your ongoing support.
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President, Foundation for the National Archives Adrienne C. Thomas 

Acting Archivist of the United States



The following supporters have 
been influential in helping to 
launch the National Archives 
Experience including: the 
renovation of the Rotunda 
for the Charters of Freedom 
and the creation of the Public 
Vaults, William G. McGowan 
Theater, Lawrence F. O’Brien 
Gallery, the Boeing Learning 
Center, and the Digital Vaults, 
a centerpiece of the National 
Archives Experience online.

Charter Level 
($1,000,000 +)

AT&T
The Boeing Company
Diebold, Inc.*
Willard Hackerman
The William G. McGowan 

Charitable Fund, Inc.
New York Life Foundation
The Lawrence F. O’Brien Family
Alan M. Voorhees

Executive Level 
($100,000 – 999,999)

The Allbritton Foundation
Band, Incorporated*
Chevy Chase Bank, FSB
Dell, Inc.*

Denglas Technologies, LLC*
Discovery Communications, Inc.*
Jerry and Nanette Finger 

Foundation
The Philip L. Graham Fund
The William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation
Ken and Pat Lore
National Archives Trust Fund
National Park Service, Save 

America’s Treasures
PEPCO*
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Joel I. and Joan Picket
Steven and Tina Price
The John and Lisa Pritzker 

Family Foundation
Procter and Gamble
Patti and Ronald Rosenfeld
Jeanette Cantrell Rudy
Deborah and Michael Salzberg
Madison “Al” and Lila Self
Albert and Shirley Small
Solutia, Inc.*
Texas Instruments
Marvin Weissberg and  

Judith Morris
Tom and Carol Wheeler

director Level 
($10,000 – 99,999)

Allen & Company, Inc.
Appel Family Foundation
The Bay Foundation
Ms. Esther Brownstein
Ken and Julie Burns
Patrick and Donna Butler
William Cafritz
Cellular Telecommunications 

and Internet Association
Cora and John H. Davis 

Foundation, Inc.
DHR Foundation
Blair and Cheryl Effron
Eugene Eidenberg
Richard A. Eliasberg
Nancy Folger and  

Sidney Werkman
GEICO
Miles Gilburne and Nina Zolt
William and Mary Love Harman
John and Marilynn Hill
The History Channel
The Hollinger Corporation*
Mary Lynn and Nicholas Kotz
Cappy McGarr
Mr. David McKean
Mr. David W. Mesker
PepsiCo
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Revzin
Spacesaver Storage Systems, Inc.*
Tawani Foundation
Riley K. Temple

Titanium Industries*
Ellie Trowbridge
Diane Wolf
John and Diana Zentay
Harold and Nancy Zirkin

founder Level 
(Under $10,000)

Bess and Tyler Abell
Ms. Joan Alexander
Anonymous
Mary E. Bane
Mr. Bruce Banks
Col. (Ret.) Frederick T. Barrett
Mr. Joseph E. Beall
Edward H. Beck
Dr. Robert O. Belsheim
Mr. Michael R. Beschloss
Walter E. Beyer
Miguel and Jacklyn Bezos
Bialkin Family Foundation
Bingham McCutchen, LLP
Carmhiel Brown and Ken Evans
Theodore Brown, Jr.
Marjorie H. Brubeck
Mr. Sal J. Carbone
William Carey
John and Lynn Carlin
Milton K. Chamberlain
Mr. John S. Chapman
James W. Cicconi
Jeffrey Coen
Cohasset Associates, Inc.
Thora S.R. Colot
Mrs. Yvonne Crumpler
Joseph and Alice D’Angelo
Duane and Mary Davis
Paul Davis
Vincent and Genevieve Dole
Michael Dunagan
David Eidenberg
Paul Eisenbacher
ExxonMobil Foundation
Catherine Farmer
Rosemary Faulkner
Gerald F. Fitzgerald, Sr.
Todd Foakes
Eugene Ford
Susan Friedgen
John B. Fuqua
Leroy W. Gardner
Tom Generous
Lee and Janet Geronime
Alice C. Grady
Ms. Kerry L. Gray
Patricia Hargrove
Sharon Horkey
Dudley J. Hughes
Melinda Hungerman
Mr. Ken Jastrow
Jeff Korman
Bee Korvin
Lamar C. I. S. D.
Donna Levy
Doris A. Lewis

N at i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  E x p e r i e n c e  C a m p a i gn   D o n o r s

Am  e r i c a n  C o n v e r s a t i o n s

The Foundation was honored to welcome new audiences 

to the National Archives in 2008 as Archivist of the 

United States Allen Weinstein hosted the American 

Conversations series at the William G. McGowan Theater.

Early in the year, the series included the Archivist’s 

conversations with former First Lady Barbara Bush, Dr. 

Drew Gilpin Faust, president of Harvard University, and, 

in May, broadcast journalist, best-selling author, and 

Foundation Board Member Cokie Roberts and her mother, 

Congresswoman Lindy Boggs.

In the fall, the Foundation invited supporters and guests 

to receptions where they could meet award-winning 

novelist E.L. Doctorow, political commentators E.J. 

Dionne of The Washington Post, David Brooks of The 

New York Times and The Newshour with Jim Lehrer, and 

Rice University Professor Douglas Brinkley, all of whom 

participated in the American Conversations series.
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John Otho Marsh
Stefanie R. Mathew
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Meehan
Edward S. Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Sanford A. Miller
National Society for the 

Children of the American 
Revolution

Nicholas Olson
Col. Roy W. Owen, USAF (Ret)
Diana Carlin Pierron
Pilkington Libby-Owens-Ford
Marvin and Melanie Pinkert
Katherine Pollhammer
Mr. and Mrs. John Provost
Timothy Quinn
Sharon Reinhard
Cokie Roberts
Frank C. Roberts
William Roberts
Bruce Rogers in Memory of 

Helen Rogers
Samuel Rosenfeld
Rachel Ryan
Sallie Mae
Ann Imlah Schneider
Beverly Selvage
Todd M. Smock
Jerry W. Stewart
Bernard Stiersdorfer
John L. Taylor
MSgt. Matthew and  

Mrs. Linda Thompson
Three Islands Press
Sandra F. Walters
Robert M. Warner
Carolyn D. Whipple
Karen Hughes White
Mrs. Nancy Williams

Gifts in honor of  
Tom & Carol Wheeler

Alltel Corporation
Audiovox
Aven Foundation
Cellular South
Centennial Communications
Cingular Wireless
Dobson Communications Corp.
Ericsson, Inc.
First Cellular of Southern Illinois
Lucent Technologies
New-Cell
Nextel Communications Inc.
Nokia
Openwave Systems, Inc.
Rural Cellular Corporation
TSI Telecommunication 

Services, Inc.
US Cellular Corporation
Western Wireless 

Communications

* denotes in-kind donation

Gifts as of December 31, 2008.

T r e a t y  o f  P a r i s 

E x h i b i t i o n

The Foundation, working with the 

National Archives and its counterpart 

in Canada, was proud to present the 

exhibition 1783: Subject or Citizen?

Commemorating the 225th anniver-

sary of the signing of the Treaty of 

Paris, the exhibition on display in the 

Archives’ Lawrence F. O’Brien Gallery 

from October 2008 through January 

2009 revealed the untold story of 

the treaty that ended the American 

Revolution and redrew the map of 

North America. 

The exhibition marked the first time 

the National Archives has collabo-

rated with the Library and Archives 

Canada on an international exhibi-

tion and incorporated 60 archival 

treasures from the vaults of the U.S. 

and Canadian archives, including the 

rarely displayed 1783 Treaty of Paris. 

The multi-media exhibit included 

audio interactives as well as 18th 

Century maps, books, paintings, and 

letters telling the story of individuals 

living during a time of unprecedented 

change.

The Foundation, through its partner-

ship with the Academy of Motion 

Picture Arts and Sciences and The 

Charles Guggenheim Center for the 

Documentary Film, also made pos-

sible the screening of several Oscar-

nominated and Oscar–winning films 

produced by the National Film Board 

of Canada.

The Foundation thanks the law firm DLA 

Piper for its marketing sponsorship to 

celebrate the opening of 1783: Subject 

or Citizen?
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F i n a n c i a l s 

Statement of Financial Position as of December 31, 2008 with Summarized Financial Information for 2007

Assets		  2008		  2007

Current assets

	C ash and cash equivalents	 $	1,607,879	 $	 635,027

	A ccounts receivable		  20,520		  100,000

	P ledges receivable, net allowance for doubtful accounts		 1,228,545		 1,490,422

	I nventory		  437,468		  399,982

	P repaid expenses		  26,059		  —

Total current assets		 3,320,471	 	2,625,431

Fixed assets

	E quipment		  58,583		  52,707

	L ess: accumulated depreciation		  (53,686)		  (52,707)

Total net fixed assets		  4,897	 	 —

Noncurrent assets

	L ong-term pledges receivable, net allowance for doubtful accounts		 1,984,942		 2,969,590

Total assets	 $	5,310,310	 $	5,595,021

Liabilities and net assets

Current liabilities

	 National Archives Trust Fund Board	 $	 —	 $	 99,285

	A ccounts payable		  47,463		  —

	A ccrued salaries and benefits		  55,777		  45,854

	 Deferred membership		  10,218		  210,000

Total current liabilities		  113,458	 	 355,139

Net assets

	 Unrestricted		 1,842,849		 1,427,254

	T emporarily restricted		 3,354,003		 3,812,628

Total net assets		 5,196,852	 	5,239,882

Total liabilities and net assets	 $	5,310,310	 $	5,595,021

Exhibit A
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Support and revenue	 Unrestricted	T emporarily restricted	 2008 total	 2007 total

Support

	C ontributions and grants	 $	 562,806	 $	 175,437	 $	 738,243	 $	5,475,926

	I n-kind contributions		  259,694		  —		  259,694		  251,086

	 Membership dues		  508,866		  —		  508,866		  377,650

	 Net assets released from
	 donor restrictions		  634,062		  (634,062)	 	 —		  —

Total support		 1,965,428		  (458,625)		 1,506,803	 	6,104,662

Revenue

	A rchives Shop revenue, 
	 net of costs of goods sold of 
	 $1,200,297 and $1,111,470
	 for 2008 and 2007, respectively		 1,756,707		  —		 1,756,707	 	1,595,709

	I nterest income		  35,312		  —		  35,312		  55,800

	E xhibition revenue		  294,980		  —		  294,980		  300,000

	R oyalties		  —		  —		  —		  35,184

	 Miscellaneous		  401		  —		  401		  20,026

Total revenue		 2,087,400		  —		 2,087,400		 2,006,719

Total support and revenue	 $	4,052,828	 $	(458,625)	 $	3,594,203	 $	8,111,381

Expenses

Program services

	 National Archives Experience	 $	 458,672	 $	 —	 $	 458,672	 $	2,582,851

	 Museum Activities		  398,063		  —	 	 398,063		  —

	T heater Programs		  259,495		  —		  259,495		  11,565

	E ducation		  49,473		  —		  49,473		  —

	P ublications		  153,025		  —		  153,025		  218,348

	E xhibitions		  679,314		  —		  679,314		  —

	A rchives Shop		  723,161		  —		  723,161		  167,263

Total program services		 2,721,203		  —		 2,721,203		 2,980,027

Supporting services

	 General and Administrative		  543,990		  —		  543,990		 1,336,146

	F undraising		  372,040		  —		  372,040		  626,033

Total supporting services		  916,030		  —		  916,030	 	1,962,179

Total expenses	 $	3,637,233		  —	 $	3,637,233	 $	4,942,206

Change in net assets		  415,595		  (458,625)		  (43,030)	 	3,169,175

Net assets at beginning of year		 1,427,254		 3,812,628		 5,239,882	 	2,070,707

Net assets at end of year	 $	1,842,849	 $	3,354,003	 $	5,196,852	 $	5,239,882

Exhibit B



Thanks to the generosity of 
these corporations, major do-
nors, individual members, and 
foundations, the Foundation 
is able to support the crucial 
programming costs for the 
National Archives Experience’s 
diverse needs and the Founda-
tion’s operating expenses.

The Corporate Council

Founder
The Boeing Company
Eli Lilly and Company
American Academy of 

Achievement
GEICO
The Home Depot
Procter & Gamble
Putnam Investments
Tyco Electronics Corporation
Tyco International

Guardian
American Council on Germany
Anonymous

Benefactor
Allstate Insurance Company – 

West Central Region
Anonymous

CSI – Capitol Services, Inc.
DLA Piper US LLP
Honeywell

Patron
American Exploration and 

Production Council
Eureka College
History Associates Incorporated
Occasions Caterers
The Ohio State University

Corporate Sponsors
The Boeing Company
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Chevy Chase Bank
DLA Piper US LLP
John Hancock Financial Services

Grants

The Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation

Marshall B. Coyne 
Foundation, Inc.

Institute of International 
Education

Supported by the Henry J. 
Kaiser Family Foundation, 
Menlo Park, California

The William G. McGowan 
Charitable Fund

The National Council for the 
Social Studies

New York Public Library
The Lawrence F. O’Brien Family
Albert and Shirley Small
Texas Instruments

Matching Gift Companies
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fannie Mae Foundation
Verizon Foundation
Wiley Rein

Societ y for the 
National Archives 
($5,000 +)

Bess and Tyler Abell
Honey and Lamar Alexander
Anonymous
Mr. Michael R. Beschloss
Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Bezos
Tom Brokaw*
Ms. A’Lelia Bundles
Ken and Julie Burns
Patrick and Donna Butler
Eugene Eidenberg
Richard A. Eliasberg
Jane Fawcett-Hoover
Jerry and Nanette Finger 

Foundation

Nancy Folger and Sidney 
Werkman

Cynthia and Ben Guill
William and Mary Love Harman
Ms. Fruzsina Harsanyi
Marilynn and John A. Hill
Mary D. Janney
Frank Keating
William K. and Alice S. Konze
Mary Lynn and Nick Kotz
Brian P. Lamb*
Ken and Pat Lore
David McCullough*
Janie and Cappy McGarr
Mr. David McKean
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. 

McLarty, III
James McPherson*
The Merrill Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Mr. David W. Mesker
Katherine Neville and  

Dr. Karl Pibram
The Lawrence F. O’Brien Family
Joel I. and Joan Picket
Robert and Wendy Riggs
Henry Rivera
Cokie Roberts
Anna Eleanor Roosevelt
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Rosenfeld
Mr. Howard J. Rubenstein
Deborah and Michael Salzberg
Ted Segal
Brooke Shearer
Albert and Shirley Small
David and Carolyn Stump
Riley K. Temple
Susanne and Gary Tobey
John “Jack” Todd In Memory 

of Lawrence F. O’Brien
Marvin Weissberg and  

Judith Morris
Tom and Carol Wheeler
John and Diana Zentay

schol ar Level 
($2,500 – $4,999) 

Kris and Linda Elftmann

founder Level 
($1,000 – $2,499)

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Cregg 

Baumbaugh
John T. Beaty, Jr. and Anne 

Mehringer
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H.  

Beck, III
Jules Bernstein and Linda Lipsett
Arlene Brown and Eugene Bialek
David M. Don**
Gwendolyn Lohse**
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*	 denotes Honorary Members 
**	� denotes Members of the 

Young Founders Society

R e c o r d s  o f  A c h i e v e m e n t 

A w a r d  a nd   G a l a

Each fall, the Foundation hosts a black-tie Gala in  

the Rotunda Galleries of the National Archives 

Building to honor those whose life’s work has helped 

raise awareness of the importance of using primary 

documents available at the National Archives.

In 2008, the Foundation was pleased to bestow 

its Fifth Annual Records of Achievement Award on 

Civil War historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning author 

James McPherson. McPherson and his family joined 

distinguished guests from Washington’s civic and 

cultural communities, Foundation supporters, and 

historians and dignitaries from across the country on 

September 16 for an elegant dinner at the National 

Archives, just steps from the Charters of Freedom.

The Foundation’s premier annual event was hosted  

by Foundation President Tom Wheeler, serving his  

last year as head of the Foundation. Special guests 

included Archivist of the United States Allen 

Weinstein and Gala Chairs Pat and Donna Butler. 

The annual event was made possible thanks to the 
generosity of The Boeing Company.

Top: Records of Achievement awardee 
James McPherson and wife Patricia (left) cel-
ebrate at the Gala with Foundation President 
Tom Wheeler, Mary Foerster of The Boeing 
Company, Foundation Executive Director 
Thora Colot, and Archivist of the United 
States Allen Weinstein. Above: Incoming 
Foundation President Ken Lore enjoys the 
Gala with his wife, Patricia. 



Tim and Marcella Ruland
John and Joanne Tucker
Jennifer A. Warren**
Robert F. Williams

Conservator Level 
($750 – $999)

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mills
Charles and Miriam Palm

Guardian Level 
($500 – $749)

Daniel K. Alvarez**
James Assey**
Ms. Suzanne Chevalier
Peter and Dale Claman
Yaron Dori**
Ms. Mary M. Evans
Sarajane Foster
Susan Friedgen
Kathryn T. Jones
Dr. Jane and Fuller Moore
Larysa M. Rosemann*
Brian D. Smith*

Benefactor Level 
($250 – $499)

Mrs. Unalane C. Ablondi – 
Unalane Foundation

David and Lois Armstrong

M. Evelyn Bane
Thomas P. Byrnes
Susan Clifton
Mr. J. M. Compton
Mr. Jonathan Coopersmith
Mark and Townley Cozad**
Mrs. Yvonne Crumpler
John and Audrey Denkler
Julie C. Edison
Marilyn Goode
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. 

Groves, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Corbin Gwaltney
Col. Douglas Harper
David and Susan Hugel
Judith K. Jones, M.D.
Michelle and Michael Keegan
Amy L. Levine**
Priscilla R. Linn
Marshfield High School,  

AP Modern European 
History Classes

Emily Mayne McMullin**
Probir Mehta**
Edward S. Miller
Nathan J. Miller**
Martha Newman
Melissa Newman**
Sunjoo Pang
Frank C. Roberts
David W. Robertson
Mace J. Rosenstein

John and Rosemary Ryan
Richard D. Siragusa
Jinney Smith
Paul A. Terry
Wouter K. Vanderwal
New York Special, Inc.
Melanne and Philip Verveer
Karen E. Weeks

Advocate Level 
($125 – $249)

Teresa and Alex Adwan
Robert M. Allen, M.D.
James H. Bagley
Dale and Jory Barone
Col. (Ret.) Frederick T. Barrett
William J. Beane
Carolyn & John Beck
Ford W. Bell
Celso Bianco, MD
Christopher Bjornson**
Paul Brigner**
Lou Ann Cameron
Milton K. Chamberlain
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Chappelle
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis M. Conrad
Mr. Robert W. Cover, II
Tom and Annelle Craig
Richard and Marilee Davies
James L. Deegan
Ms. Patricia E. Doyle

Robert M. Doyle
Julie L. Dunbar, Esq.
Dr. Cheryl L. Edwards
Paul Eisenbacher
Arnold Engel
Peter and Debra Friedmann
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Gewirz
Joe Giza
Mildred D. Grissom
Matthew J. Groneman**
Jerry Handfield
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hardman
Patricia Hargrove
Mark Haubenschild
Dr. and Dr. Merrill M. Hessel
Dave Horner
Herschel Kanter
Mark Laatsch
Catrice Le Veau, PhD.
Richard A. Levinson
Howard P. Lowell
Patrice Lyons
Douglas G. Martz
Frederick W. Mast
Stefanie R. Mathew
W. T. and Mary-Lou Mayfield
Laura L. McAuliffe
Robert E. McFarland
Tom and Patty McGinty
Robert and Bonnie McLaren
Jane McNairn
William H. Osborne, III

Runn    i ng   f o r  O f f i c e

In February, the Foundation was pleased to partner 

with the National Archives to present the exhibition 

Running For Office: Candidates, Campaigns, and 

the Cartoons of Clifford Berryman.

The exhibit, which ran in the National Archives’ 

Lawrence F. O’Brien Gallery through August to 

coincide with the 2008 presidential 

campaign season, featured 44 original 

pen-and-ink drawings by Pulitzer Prize-

winning cartoonist Clifford K. Berry-

man. The exhibit cartoons, which ap-

peared on the front page of Washington 

newspapers from 1898 through 1948, 

are housed with the historical records 

of Congress in the National Archives’ 

Center for Legislative Archives.

The Foundation also produced a 

companion exhibition catalogue, titled 

Running For Office, as well as T-shirts, 

mugs, and other related products for 

sale in the Archives Shop.
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Patricia Overmeyer
Dr. Diana B. Carlin Pierron
Mr. and Mrs. John Provost
Charles R. Reusing
June Robinson
Erica Ryan**
Sac and Fox Nation
Clifford L. Sayre, Jr.
Daniel P. and Cheryl R. Schell
Mark Howard Schulze
Monsignor Francis R. Seymour
Kathleen and George Shultz
Reverend W. Becket Soule
John Stevenson and  

Nancy Nelson
Lt. Laura M. Trexler
Sylvia D. Valloric
Jane Walk, Georgia EMC
Robert Wallace
Ryan Wallach and  

Shannon Lockwood**
Dale W. Wells
John B. Wells
Ms. Judy Winters
Audrey J. Wolfinger
Mr. and Mrs. Gerson Yalowitz
Anthony D. Yandoli

family Level 
($100 – $124)

Mr. Jeffrey Archambault
Thomas J. Schneider and  

Julie A. Bader
Henry Bain
Stephen and Carol Banks
Louis A. Beach
Ted and Dora Sue Black
Gordon Boulger
Mr. and Mrs. J. Charles Bruse
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Burd
Dr. and Mrs. Boyd L. Burris
John T. Calkins
Dr. Marlene H. Cianci and  

Dr. Salvatore N. Cianci
Andrew and Lucia Claster
Hon. W. F. Clinger
Bill Coenen
Margaret and Richard Cofer
Mr. and Mrs. James Lewis 

Connor, III
Joseph E. D’Angelo
Victor Delano
Ann Denkler and James Dykes**
Bernard G. and Susan A. Dennis
John Duffner
Lance and Kathy Ehmcke
Peter D. Ehrenhaft
Colonel and Mrs. Ronald E. 

Everett
Robert Farnham
L. Jean Herz and Dan Felger
Joseph and Mary Fitzharris
Mr. E. D. Frankhouser
John and Carolyn Frasier
Philip M. Gbur
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Geltner

Ellen and Michael Gold
Salvador D. Gonzalez
Lynn and Judy Greenwalt
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon G. Greer
Ann and Donald Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy E. 

Hanlon
Susan Hansen
Franklin A. Hart
Raymond and Marie Hausch
Robert and Carol Hopper
William M. and Phyllis F. 

Howard
Karen Hult and Charles Walcott
Reed A. Hutner
Mr. Peter Barton Hutt
Mr. and Mrs. A. Grima Johnson
Rob A. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Jones
Dr. David Kahn
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan F. Kammer
Susan Kang
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kaplin
Alexa Karkazis
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Kelley
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Letaw, Jr.
Dr. Reuben Lev
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Lowder
Philip R. and Dianne C. 

Luhmann
Charles E. Maginn, Jr.
Catherine Maloney
David O’B. Martin
Michael E. Mason
Melissa Matarasso
Greg and Tammy Mathew
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. 

McCombs, Jr.
Andrew W. McGhee
Mr. James J. McSweeney
Mr. Charles F. Miller
Kristie Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Morley
Anthony and Sara Morrow
Amy Mushahwar**
Pavel Petrik
Chris Petrungaro
Robert A. Poogach and  

Wendy Mellinger
Thomas Poulter, Jr.
Erich P. Rapp
Mr. Walter Rex
Anna Romanski
Paul and Gayle Ropp
The Sakowitz Family
Dr. and Mrs. Alan B. Salisbury
Dr. Philip and Mrs. Elizabeth 

Samuels
Patrick Scannon, M.D.
William J. and Gale L. Senn
Bonnie Seto
Barbara Ann Shannon
Dale and Margaret Smith
Mary Jo Southwick
Sally C. Staley
Mr. and Mrs. Russell W. 

Struckman
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Ind   e p e nd  e n c e  D ay  C e l e b r a t i o n

Each summer, the Foundation is pleased to partner 

with the National Archives to present an Independence 

Day celebration filled with patriotic music, a dramatic 

reading of the Declaration of Independence, and free 

family activities that have become an annual favorite for 

thousands of July 4th visitors to the National Archives.

This year the celebration began with the Foundation’s 

Promise of America breakfast, during which 15-year-old 

Kerry Martenis of Southgate, Michigan, read her award-

winning patriotic essay in the Rotunda for the Charters  

of Freedom.

With NBC4 News anchor Jim Handly serving as master of 

ceremonies, the daylong festivities included the presen-

tation of colors by the Continental Color Guard and a 

performance by the U.S. Army 3rd Infantry (The Old Guard) 

Fife and Drum Corps. Washington attorney Riley Temple, 

a longtime supporter of the culture and arts communities 

as well as a member of the Foundation’s board, joined 

historical reenactors Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, 

Benjamin Franklin and Ned Hector to read the Declara-

tion of Independence on the steps of the historic National 

Archives Building.

Family activities followed, including opportunities to 

“sign” the Declaration of Independence, make campaign 

buttons and bumper stickers, use a quill pen, wear a tri-

corner hat or get a patriotic National Archives temporary 

tattoo. Visitors also explored full-size facsimiles of histori-

cal documents and learned how to use the new on-line 

exhibit, the Digital Vaults, to make movies and posters.

The Foundation thanks John Hancock Financial Services, which 

served as the event sponsor for the fourth year and held the 

national essay contest. 
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Jule J. Szabo
Ms. Betsy M. Teuton
Peter and Courtney Thorsson
Mr.and Dr. Glenn Vandergriff
Andrea J. Voytko
Irvenia Waters
Nancy A. Watson
E. A. Whalen
Major and Mrs. Jeff Williams

Patron Level 
($60 – $99)

Mr. William G. Aiello
Fiona Alexander**
Carol F. Alford
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Althaus
Michael B. Amowitz
Anna Catherine Armstrong, MD
G. H. Artola
Mr. Howard L. Auten
Mr. and Mrs. C. William Autro
Dorothy R. Avery
David Awbrey
Jeffrey Axelrad
Patricia M. Bachman
A. Cornelius Baker
Richard A. Baker
Jon and Cindi Balson
Per Bang-Jensen
Diana L. Banister
William David Barker
Andrew Bass
Ms. Patti J. Beattie
Bill and JoAnn Beck
Frank Becker
Malcolm E. Bernhardt
Greig L. Best
Walter E. Beyer

Philip Bigler
Lucy N.P. Birch
Eliza H. Bishop
Jeremiah Blackwell, Sr.
Mary C. Blake
Bill Blanpied
Colonel Frederic L. Borch, III
Florence Botbol
Jean Bowles
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell H. 

Bradford
S.E. Bradley-Strautmanis
Mary W. Brady
Howard Brainen
Janet Branstetter
Mark T. Braun
Mark W. Brennan**
Matthew and Hillary Brill**
Robert J. Brower, II
Theodore Brown, Jr.
Jean Bujak
Goldie Burge
Ms. Michele M. Burnett
Tina K. Byrd
Ralph J. Calabrese
Mrs. Nancy E. Campbell
Mr. James M. Cannon
Mr. Dennis Capron
Stephen J. Carfora
Marie S. Carlson
Carol Laikin Carpenter
Bradley W. Carroll
Mark Carroll**
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Carter
Wallace Chandler
Celeste J. Christensen
L. Phillip Christman
Joe Ciurlik
Ruth Allingham Clarke

Jeffrey V. Coen
Eric B. Cohen
Martin F. Collins
Dale S. Collinson
Colonel and Mrs. John P. 

Connell
Arlene L. Conner
Coleman J. Conroy
Gary Conwell
Dale Cooper
Larry P. Cooper
William and Judy Corbett
Mr. Robert W. Cover, II
William R. Cover**
Melanie D. Crain
Ms. Linda Crawford
Karen M. Cullen
Dr. Henry L. Curry
Douglas Dams
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Danby
Lynn David
Cheryl Day
George T. Desorcy
Joanna B. Digiovanna
Vicki DiLeo
Frank Dillow
Bill and Inez Dinwoodie
Mr. Paul A. Doyle, Jr.
Rossiter J. Drake, Jr.
Linda C. Drew
Kathryn Drexler
Anne C. Dryden
William H. Duncan, MD, MG 

(Ret.)
Deborah M. Dyer
Bert T. Edwards
Asanga R. Egodawatta
Sam D. Elias
Stephanie K. Eller
Raymond C. Ellis, Jr.
Willis I. Else
Charles Emich
Donald J. Evans
Kathryn Feather**
Chris Fedeli**
Bruce G. Fineman, M.D.
Mr. Dan Fischer
Mr. John Fleckner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. 

Fletcher
Jeanne Fogle
Stanley P. Frank
Lloyd P. Franklin
Robert B. Fratis
Raymond H. Fredette
Thomas Freeman and Melissa 

Cwiertniewicz**
Mrs. Karen D. Fuller
John S. Gallagher
Debra J. Gardiner
Mr. Gardner
Timothy R. Gay CPPM
Charles Gellert
Linda Ghelfi
James Cross Giblin
Marcia Goldberg

Sheldon A. Goldberg
William R. Granik
Glen Graves
James F. Green
Sharon S. Gressle
Michael Grey
Gary Grippo
Carlos A. Guffain
Marilyn Gustafson
Dr. Milton Gustafson
Laurie Darling Gutheil
Jerry and Marian Haag
O. M. Hackett
William J. Hackett
Andrew J. Hagan
John Hager
Rob Haley
Roberta Lee Halladay
Jason P.W. Halperin and 

Rachel Chazin Halperin
David Harrell**
Donald J. Hartman
Cindy Hatch-Rasmussen
Rachel R. Hecht
Paul N. Herbert
Linda and Jay Herson
James D. Hicks
Lauren E. Hill
Mr. Tom Hohenthaner
Wendolyn Holland
Wilma Hommel
Ms. Lynne Horn
Mrs. Kathleen Hosking
Mr. Edwin L. Howard
Maxine Huff
Mr. Andrew Huffman**
Ms. Alicia L. Hughes
Erica Hulsman
Regina E. Hunt
Captain T. Q. Hutchinson
Col. Christine L. Ingel, USA, Ret.
Karen and Michael Ioffredo
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Jago, Jr.
Eric Jarvis
Clayton L. Johnson
Stephen T. Johnson
Timothy M. Johnson**
Mr. Harry M. Jones
Rachel L. Jones
R. Louise Anderson-Juergens
Nancy S. Kader
Barbara F. Kahlow
Ambassador Max M. 

Kampelman
Rochelle S. Kaplan
Ms. Gale D. Kaufmann
Mr. Thomas J. Kelley, Jr.
Thomas Kiesler and  

Regina Peltier
Wallace Kile
Ray King
Mary E. Klein
J. David Kluck
Peter Kolakowski
R. M. Kraft
Harold S. Kramm
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The Digital Vaults

The Foundation was proud to support the launch of the 

Digital Vaults, an interactive on-line exhibit that goes 

beyond the walls of the National Archives Building to reach 

a national and international audience in cyberspace.

The exhibit, at www.digitalvaults.org, allows visitors to 

create their own collections, games, posters, and movies 

by choosing from 1,200 documents, photographs, posters, 

artifacts, sound recordings, and moving images from the 

National Archives. 

The website was named one of Time magazine’s “50 Best 

Websites 2008” and won “Site of the Day” Awards from 

Adobe and Favorite Web Site Awards. The site also was 

recognized by Communication Arts and HOW magazine 

and was nominated in the 12th Annual Webby Awards, the 

“Oscars of the Internet.”
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Kenneth A. Krantz
Hazel F. Kreinheder
Ken I. Krell
Susan G. Krumhaus
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. 

Laframboise
David A. Lamdin
William C. Lange
Aimee and Mark Larrabee
John M. Lawlor, Jr.
Mrs. Ruth Leffler
Edwin K. Len
Mr. Joseph W. Lewis
Margaret D. Lewis
Erik Lieberman**
George T. Little
Mrs. Harry R. Locke
Matt Lockett
Donald L. Lombard
Elizabeth Loucheur**
Roye L. Lowry
Senator and Mrs. Richard G. 

Lugar
Timothy P. Manley
Pamela Maraziti
Dr. and Mrs. John H. 

Marburger, III
Frank J. Marine and  

Linda James McKay
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Martinka
Barbara Marvin**
Rev. David C. Marx
Jerlyn Mask
Nancy Masterson
James F. Matthews
Charles McAllister
Jack McClendon
Mr. and Mrs. Gerad L. 

McCowin
John A. McCullough
Rodney McDaniel
Nadine McGuire
David McKee
James F. McVeigh
Drs. Julia and Louis Medin
Miriam Medina
Emerson Melaven
William J. Memmer
Ellen Merritt
Jennifer Mewett
Richard P. Meyer
Ms. Kathy A. Milholland
David and Joanie Millane
Ms. Jane Miller
Dr. Jeanne-Marie A. Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Sanford A. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney E. Milnes
Rose M. Mitchell
Chi Mo
Paula K. Montgomery
Dr. Dee Dee Moore
Kurtis Moore
Larry T. Moore
John and Susan Moseman

Nancy Jean Moser
Bruce K. Mulock
Martin Murau
Neil and Diane Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. William M. 

Murray
Allen L. Myers
Jonathan S. Nelson
Lauren Nelson**
Andrew Nelson and Meg 

Daniel Nelson
Mrs. Bernetta Newcastle
Beverly J. Nitkowski
Michael and Elizabeth Norman
Jean M.C. O’Connor, M.D.
Raymond V. O’Connor, Jr.
Jim Oliver
Mr. Gary Parker
Jann and Robert Perez
Bessie B. Phillips
Diane Polscer and Bob Carson
Mrs. Grace L. Potts
Vickie L. Powell
Alfred Coxe Prime
John B. Ramsay
Richard J. Rapaport
Joseph E. Raper
Susan and Donald Rappaport
Mr. and Mrs. David W. 

Raymond
Mr. Francis J. Readdy
Simon and Sarah Reisert**
Clyde Relick
Robert J. Reynolds
Richard L. Rhorer
Carol H. Rice
James W. Rice, Jr.
Mr. David A. Richards
Mr. Kenneth J. Richards
Randolph E. Richardson
Rev. Charles Richter and  

Mrs. Patricia Collins
Paul R. Rosenberger
Mr. Douglas Ross
Mr. Eugene T. Rossides
Joanne C. Rosso
Stuart Alan Rothstein
Marya Rowan
Dean Rudoy
Joan C. Sanders
Mr. Walter B. Sanderson, Jr.
Kenneth Sapone
William W. Scales
Vivian L. Schafer
Mr. David E. Schaffer
Alice Schloss
Ann Imlah Schneider
Timothy J. Schoepke
Mr. Donald Shannon
Virginia Fitz Shea
Susan P. Shepard
Joel Shield
William and Carol Shimeall
David H. Shinn
Mark and Sara Shoob
William Scott Sims

t h e  B o e i ng   L e a r n i ng   C e n t e r

The Foundation was proud to support the creation of the 

Boeing Learning Center and its ongoing programs, which 

were numerous in 2008.

The National Archives education team conducted 54 

workshops for 1,723 educators and students in the 

ReSource Room. More than 2,000 teachers and students 

participated in 79 Constitution in Action labs, and nearly 

3,000 more participated in over 100 videoconferences 

throughout the year. In addition, the Boeing Learning 

Center greeted nearly 14,000 visitors representing all 50 

states and more than four dozen countries, providing them 

with information about the Archives and inviting them to 

participate in “Archival Adventure” games.

The Foundation was pleased to provide scholarships to 55 

teachers from 11 states who were able to take part in the 

Archives’ highly-acclaimed eight-day Primarily Teaching In-

stitute during the summer. Primarily Teaching was designed 

to give teachers from around the country access to the 

National Archives’ resources and to demonstrate how these 

materials can be used in the classroom. Topics explored in 

2008 include the Civil Rights movement, westward expan-

sion, Japanese-American internment, and the process for 

minting currency.

In July, the Learning Center team collaborated with 

colleagues at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 

to present a three-day institute called “Teaching With 

Documents and Works of Art: An Integrated Approach.”

The Foundation thanks Texas Instruments, which helped provide 

scholarships to Primarily Teaching participants, as well as The 

Boeing Company, for its ongoing support.
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Winfred G. Skelton, Jr.
Martha Slayman
Glenn S. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Smith, III
Tyler Smith
Mr. Robert Solomon
Sorelle Group
Dr. and Mrs. Luther B. Sowers
Charles Spencer
Mr. Gerald B. Sproles
Reverend and Mrs. David St. 

George
Mr. Robert P. Stalder**
Jay Stauffer
Roland F. Stead
Tim Stephens
Jerry W. Stewart
Selma Stewart
Florence S. Stone
Tim and Julie Storey
L. Nan Stout
Cliff Stromberg
James R. Stultz
Anne Sturtz
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Stylianos
Mr. Richard V. Sullivan
Alan Susi**
C. Gary Sydow
Eric Tamarkin**
Mr. David C. Taylor
John L. Taylor
Duncan Tebow
Gary A. Terrill

Debbie Thomas
Trent Thomas
MSgt. Matthew C. and  

Linda Thompson
Shelia M. Tierney
Mr. and Mrs. M. W. 

Tilghman, Jr. 
Mr. James S. Toedtman
Ella L. Toombs
Bryan Tramont**
Mike Trestick
William E. Trible
Rebecca Tunstall**
Anne S. K. Turkos
Jean Turrentine
Ingrid A. Tuuling
LaNae Twite
Mr. Michael E. Unsworth
Judie Verb
Sherri L. Vervack
Lauren Vogel
Todd Vradenburg
Dr. Paul K. Walker
Georgine Wallace
Sandra Faye Walters
Ed Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. 

Weidman
Isabelle Wells
Benjamin M. Whaley
Carolyn D. Whipple
Stephen White
Joseph Whitford

Rose Marie Wilcox
Robert S. Willard
Glenn F. Williams
Katie Wilmes**
Candace Wilmot
Elias Wolfberg**
Jay Wolfe
Capt. Leland E. Wood, Jr. USN 

(Ret.)
Richard Wood
Lawrence W. Woodward
Mr. John R. Wrenn
Phyllis C. Wright
Christos Zirps

Federal Hall  
National Memorial 
Campaign Donors

Appel Family Foundation
Blair and Cheryl Effron
The Henry Luce Foundation
Mont Blanc

Discovering the Civil 
War  Exhibit ion Donors

Civil War Conservation Corps
Susan Claffey
Bernard G. and Susan A. Dennis
Tom and Beverly Lowry
Jacqueline Lussier
Stefanie R. Mathew

Donors to the Charles 
Guggenheim Center for 
the Documentary f ilm

Bess and Tyler Abell
Academy of Motion Picture 

Arts and Sciences
Anonymous
Thora S.R. Colot
Eileen and Tony Essaye
Mr. and Mrs. Earl S. Godfrey
Mrs. Charles Guggenheim
Grace S. Guggenheim
Thomas S. Guggenheim
Judith and Stanley Hallet
Gay and Charles Lord
Betty Ann Ottinger
Peggy Parsons
Madeline S. Ritzenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Rosenfeld
Florence S. Stone
Elizabeth Terry

These pages include donors who 
have made a contribution from 
January 1 through December 31, 
2008. Every effort has been made 
to recognize donors accurately, 
however sometimes mistakes 
do occur and we apologize if 
you are listed incorrectly. If you 
would like to change how you are 
recognized, please contact the 
Foundation at (202)357-5946 or 
foundationmembers@nara.gov. 
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G ugg   e n h e i m ’ s  L e g a c y  C o n t i nu  e s

The late Charles Guggenheim, a four-time Academy Award-winning documen-

tary filmmaker who served as president of the Foundation in its early years, 

was passionate about promoting the National Archives and its treasure of 

billions of primary documents. Charles led the Foundation’s effort to raise 

funds, design, and build the William G. McGowan Theater, a state-of-the-art 

facility that has become a premier venue for film screenings, author lectures 

and panel discussions at the National Archives. In his honor, the Foundation 

also worked with the National Archives and Guggenheim Productions, Inc., 

to create The Charles Guggenheim Center for the Documentary Film. 

This year, the Center featured a special 40th anniversary screening of 

Charles Guggenheim’s Academy Award-winning film Robert Kennedy Re-

membered, a tribute to the late attorney general first shown at the 1968 

Democratic National Convention in Chicago.

The Center also hosted a daylong film festival, For a Better America: The 

New Deal on Film, featuring 13 U.S. government-produced Depression-era 

films from the vast motion picture holdings of the National Archives.

In February, through its partnership with the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 

and Sciences, the Center was honored to present the Academy Award nominees 

for documentary feature, documentary short film, live-action short film, and 

animated short film – all free to the public for the fourth year in a row.



T r a v e l i ng   E x h i b i t i o n s

Following Foundation President Tom Wheeler’s directive to 

take the National Archives “beyond the granite” walls of its 

flagship Washington, DC building to reach a much larger 

audience, the Foundation helped the National Archives take 

exhibitions originally premiering in the Lawrence F. O’Brien 

Gallery on the road.

Eyewitness: American Originals from the National Archives, 

featuring original accounts of watershed events in American 

history, was shown at The Ford Museum of the Gerald R. 

Ford Library and Museum in Grand Rapids, Michigan, The 

Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum in Austin, Texas, 

and the Durham Museum in Omaha, Nebraska.

The Way We Worked: Photographs from the National 

Archives, focusing on the history of labor in America, also 

continued its tour with exhibitions at the Snug Harbor 

Cultural Center in Staten Island, New York, the Historical 

Society of Long Beach in Long Beach, California, Amherst 

Museum in Amherst, New York, and the East Tennessee 

Historical Society in Knoxville, Tennessee.

Also touring in 2008 was School House to White House: The 

Education of the Presidents, showcasing report cards, let-

ters, photographs, and memorabilia telling the stories of U.S. 

presidents growing up. It made stops at the Jimmy Carter 

Library and Museum in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Eisenhower 

Presidential Library and Museum in Abilene, Kansas.

The national tour of Eyewitness was sponsored by  

The Boeing Company.
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2008 marked a giant leap 

“beyond the granite” as the 

Foundation’s efforts focused on 

expanding the National Archives 

Experience’s audience base 

through global internet access.

Welcoming more than a million 

visitors to the National Archives 

Building in Washington, DC, 

the Foundation and the National Archives continued to 

support a host of diverse public programs in the William 

G. McGowan Theater, including an “American Conversa-

tion” with former First Lady Barbara Bush. We are proud 

that we can now provide these programs on-line as well. 

Schools, families, and worldwide audiences are now able 

to view our most popular programs at www.archives.gov/

nae/news/featured-programs/.

The high point of our year was the launch of the Digital 

Vaults website. The new on-line interactive allows national 

and international audiences to explore the depth and diver-

sity of the National Archives’ holdings, as well as discover 

unusual historic links as they play games or create mov-

ies or posters. The website has been recognized by Time 

magazine as one of the “50 Best Websites 2008.” 

The work continued in Washington, DC, as well! We were 

pleased to work with the Archives to launch exhibitions in 

the Lawrence F. O’Brien Gallery, including Running for 

Office: Candidates, Campaigns, and the Cartoons of Clif-

ford Berryman, and 1783: Subject or Citizen? marking the 

225th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Paris.

In order to increase the National Archives Experience’s 

visibility among the growing number of attractions 

available to museum-goers visiting Washington, DC, the 

Foundation partnered with cultural institutions including 

the Washington Convention and Tourism Corporation, the 

Cultural Alliance, and the Penn Quarter Neighborhood.

The Foundation also hired the expert services of Smith 

Gifford to conduct a study with staff and visitors, to  

garner the emotional responses to the Archives and its 

holdings, and to update the National Archives Experience’s 

branding. The resulting “Ask The Question” advertising 

campaign has placed ads on city buses and bus stops and 

in metro stations, as well as in the print media. 

The Foundation further developed its relationship with 

Federal workers nationwide by participating for the first 

time in the Combined Federal Campaign, the world’s larg-

est and most successful annual workplace charity cam-

paign. Introducing the Foundation and its mission to this 

group was an important accomplishment of 2008.

After six years of service and friendship to the Board and 

staff of the Foundation, Tom Wheeler will be retiring as 

President of the Board in 2009, though we know he will 

continue to play a vital role on our Board. We thank him 

for his tireless efforts on behalf of the Foundation and the 

Archives, and we welcome our next President, Ken Lore,  

a longtime Board member whose dedication to our mission 

and passion for the Archives will serve us well in the years 

to come.

The Foundation appreciates the dedication of its Board 

members, its talented staff and our wonderful partners at 

the National Archives. And we are grateful to supporters 

like you who understand the importance of citizens in a 

democracy to have access to the records of their Govern-

ment. Thank you!

 

Thora Colot  

Executive Director
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To promote the Archives’ 

2008 July 4th festivities, 

the Foundation launched 

its new advertising 

campaign “Ask the 

Question,” placing ads in 

bus shelters and metro 

stations.
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Washington, DC
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A r c h i v e s  S h o p  J o i n s 

7 5 t h  Ann   i v e r s a r y 

C e l e b r a t i o n

The Archives Shop experienced a suc-

cessful year, surpassing its budgetary 

goals despite periods of decreased 

attendance and a challenging economic 

climate. Contributing factors include 

solid staff performance, improvements 

in general operations, a more diverse 

and mission-related merchandise 

selection, as well as enthusiastic and 

supportive visitors.

Reproductions of the Charters of Free-

dom, as well as other cherished Ameri-

can documents, continued to be the shop’s best-sellers, accounting for more than 28 percent 

of sales. In addition, exciting new products were developed for exhibitions, the Archives’ 75th 

anniversary, and to further represent the total “Archives Experience.” 

The shop supported more than 30 book and author events throughout the year, continued its 

work to increase the awareness and selection of retail web offerings and increased efforts to 

promote Foundation membership. It also began promoting itself within the Archives through a 

“Shop Talk” feature highlighting new products in the monthly Staff Bulletin, and through the 

Archives’ internal web site. The Foundation welcomed Chris DerDerian, a new Director of Retail 

Operations, and a new Merchandise Manager, Julie Kemen, who is responsible for all merchan-

dise purchasing and the development of new products exclusive to the shop.



“ r unn   i ng   f o r  o f f i c e ”  

“Democratic New Years Eve Cheer,”  

December 31, 1931. A number of deaths 

and departures left vacancies in 

House seats held by Republicans. 

Results from special elect ions 

shifted control to the Democrats. 

The Democratic donkey, cheered by 

his party’s new power, consoles the 

defeated Republican elephant as 

the old year sets over the horizon.

[  s e e  p a g e  n i n e  ]


